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Internet service has become a basic necessity for homes. Whether it is your kidâ€™s education,
managing home budget, keeping in touch with your family, using it for business, as a phone with
programs like Skype or simply for pleasure, you cannot do without one in your home. The days of
dial-up internet connection are numbered. It wonâ€™t be long before it is laid to rest for good. If you donâ€™t
have an internet connection as of now, it is time you subscribed for one from amongst the countryâ€™s
top broadband providers. When you set the stone rolling searching for the right provider you will
also understand how confusing it can be before you sign the right broadband provider.

If you already have a cable TV service provider, then choosing them to provider broadband service
as well is a little easier. That is because you may already know their quality and reliability standards.
Otherwise you will have to start from scratch, and the first task may be finding out how many top
broadband providers operate in your region. That a preferred operator is in your region doesnâ€™t mean
you can request their services straight away. You will first have to check whether the ISP has a
cable network in the neighborhood. Once you have verified that positively comes the next task;
check the quality of service, plan details and pricing. And that is also when your real search begins.
Here is what you can do to zero in on the right provider, plan and pricing.

a.Check what your usage pattern is going to be like. Will you be using it for checking emails only
that require very little speed, or will you be using it for surfing, downloading/uploading photos,
videos and large files as well? Your honest answers will be the foundation on which you will have to
rest your preferred speed choice. And donâ€™t forget that, all top broadband providers price their
internet plans based on speeds â€“ higher the speed, the more you will have to pay.

b.Check whether the prospective ISP has bundled plans. They can make a big difference to how big
your bill is going to be. By combining internet with cable TV and a digital home phone connection
you will be saving hundreds of dollars every year and that is because you give your service provider
the opportunity to distribute the expenses that they incur on the hardware over three services.

c.ISPs come up with new plans and deal almost every other day, each getting better over the
previous ones. Likewise every package that they offer will have a fair sprinkling of everything in their
stable, but you can expect each package to have a central theme like for example a package that
emphasizes cable TV, one on internet and still another on digital home phone. The various
permutations and combinations will give you so much of choices that will make your head go
spinning. Here is where you will need to use your ingenuity before ordering the one that will find
favor with your budget.

Here below is a guide on choosing the right internet speed based on the kind of activity for which
you want an internet service.

i.1 Mbps - Occasional web surfing, email, instant messaging, news and weather reports.

ii.1.5 Mbps â€“ Fast web surfing, email with heavy attachments, online shopping, banking transactions,
medium size files and low quality streaming video.

iii.3 Mbps â€“ Video rich surfing, sending and receiving images, downloading music files, education and
high quality streaming videos.
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iv.15 Mbps and above â€“ Multi user surfing, sending and receiving very large files, high quality digital
videos and movie downloads.
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